
 


        
        Using our mobile app? Be sure to check for any new app updates to receive any enhancements.
    

    

    

    
        
            	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        


            	
                        Languages
                        	
                                English  
                            
	
                                Español 
                            


                    
	
	 Help
	
	 Pill Identifier
	
	 Quick Refill
	
	Location / Hours
	
	Sign Up Today!
	
	 Login


        

    

    [image: ]
    
        
        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Logo]
        
        

        
        
            
                
                    
                        ×
                         

                    

                    
                        

                        

                    

                    
                        
                        
                    

                

            

        

         

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Location / Hours
	Help


                            


        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: Opioids Put Alzheimer's Patients at Risk of Pneumonia: Study]
                                
                                    	 Alan Mozes
	Posted June 7, 2019


                                    Opioids Put Alzheimer's Patients at Risk of Pneumonia: Study

                                    
People with Alzheimer's disease who take opioid painkillers are more likely to develop pneumonia, Finnish researchers report.


The overall odds are 30% higher, especially in the first two months of use, the researchers found. And the risk is highest for those taking strong opioids such as oxycodone or fentanyl.


However, pneumonia risk also rose among Alzheimer's patients who took milder opioids, according to the team from the University of Eastern Finland. 


Why might this be? 


Aleksi Hamina, a researcher in the university's School of Pharmacy, and colleagues explained that opioids can impair the cough reflex, interfere with normal respiratory function, and cause sleepiness and fatigue. All of these factors could increase pneumonia risk, the study authors said.


For their study, the investigators analyzed data collected in 2010 and 2011 from more than 5,600 Alzheimer's patients in Finland. Patients who used opioids were matched with Alzheimer's patients who were not prescribed the drugs.


The findings were published recently in the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease. 


It is often difficult to assess pain among Alzheimer's patients due to problems with communication, the researchers explained in a university news release. So if opioid painkillers  are prescribed, treatment should be started at a low dose and regularly assessed for both benefit and harm, they advised.


More information

Learn more about opioid risks from the National Safety Council.

                                    SOURCE: University of Eastern Finland, news release, June 4, 2019
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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