
 


        
        Using our mobile app? Be sure to check for any new app updates to receive any enhancements.
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                            The Attending at the Funeral

                        

                        It was during the busy Christmas season when I turned my car into the parking lot of the funeral home. This patient was my third to die in the past few weeks, and tonight was my second wake in three days.

It was not easy to make the stop that evening. The holiday season is a difficult time for me to practice medicine; patients are more lonely and depressed, families are under greater stress, and ...
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                            Funeral Directors

                        

                        William Counce loves football. He also loves parties. He particularly loves chatting about football at parties. That's why he was so upset at one social gathering when the woman with whom he was having a lively discussion about the University of Tennessee football team asked him what he did for a living.

He told her he was a funeral director.

"There was dead silence," recalls Counce, who is also...
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                            Family and Medical Leave

                        

                        Within a span of six cruel years, Leta Stachura lost her mother, father, father-in-law, and grandmother -- and then her husband of almost 34 years.

Without the Family and Medical Leave Act, she says, she would have lost her job with Federal Express and her sanity as well.

"My husband died at home with me. The only thing left standing after this was me and my job. I needed it for financial suppor...
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                            Cooking for My Father: A Cancer Diary

                        

                        September 14, 2001  It's always been one of my signature traits that I don't know how to cook. "Melanie's hopeless in the kitchen," my sisters would shrug, as if it were something inborn, like being tall or clumsy. "I get flustered when the recipe tells you to do more than one thing at once," I'd say helplessly, remembering my few disastrous attempts at throwing dinner parties. It's not that I can...
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                            Pain Control at the End of Life

                        

                        A better understanding of pain -- and how to treat it -- means a gentler death for many patients with terminal illnesses.
People who are near death have more important things to do than suffer. The final days, weeks, and months should be a time to connect with loved ones and reflect on life, says Kandyce Powell, RN. As the executive director of the Maine Hospice Council, Powell has stood at the si...
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                            Elder Hospice Care

                        

                        Mother Teresa reportedly once said that no one should die away from the sight of a loving face, and today's hospices strive to fulfill that wish. Hospice is care for people who are dying and is usually administered at their homes. Such an approach is more attuned to the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of patients and their families, advocates say. The primary goal of hospice is to comfort...
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                            When Your Spouse Dies: Coping With Loss and Grief

                        

                        When her 69-year-old husband died of Alzheimer's disease, Dorothy Wellborn was surrounded by loving friends and family. She wept with them at the memorial service. She watched as the coffin closed on her husband's frail body, then went home with her children. But a few weeks later, when they flew back to their respective homes, she woke up to an empty house. 
The solitude was agonizing, especially...
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                            Last Call

                        

                        In my mother's hospital room there was a single window, and if you stood before the window, you could see the Aerial Bridge. In Minnesota this is a famous bridge, often photographed on postcards, and around the bridge stretched Lake Superior, flat and pearled and vast as the sea. My mother told me over the telephone that she had a view of the lake. I was standing in my kitchen in California and wi...
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                            Helping a Grieving Colleague

                        

                        You get the news Wednesday morning. A colleague has just experienced a death in her family. What should you do or say? What is the correct etiquette in the workplace, and what can you do to ease the pain and transition for your fellow worker?
You might send a card or say something to express sympathy. Try to avoid platitudes. It will be better received if you sincerely express your concern or, bet...
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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                            The Medicine Shoppe
304 South Commercial Street, Harrisburg, IL 62946
 (618) 252-5349
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