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                                    Was Dyslexia the Secret to Leonardo da Vinci's Greatness?

                                    
Leonardo da Vinci was an atrocious speller, a sure sign of dyslexia, but it's possible that very disorder fueled his genius, a researcher says.


May 2 marks the 500th anniversary of the death of da Vinci, an inventor and artist regarded by many as the most creative person ever known.


"Dyslexia is probably one of the things that made da Vinci so creative, made him Leonardo," said researcher Dr. Salvatore Mangione, an associate professor in the department of medicine at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia.


About 20% of people have dyslexia, which causes difficulty with reading, writing and spelling skills.


Dyslexia does not affect intelligence, and research suggests that people with the condition are highly creative.


It's known that da Vinci did not do well in school and was a terrible speller.


"Leonardo had as many as nine different ways of writing the same word," Mangione said. He also created new words that sounded the same as the real word. For instance, he would have written the word "rain" as "rane."


"The possibility that da Vinci had dyslexia, which we can never truly know of course, illuminates how complex and poorly understood the condition is," Mangione said in a university news release.


"We live in a society where the verbal trumps the visual," resulting in misconceptions about people with learning differences such as dyslexia, he added.


By high school, children with dyslexia are 2.5 times more likely to drop out than those who have no reading challenges. But Mangione pointed out that research shows that people with dyslexia are smart, creative and resourceful thinkers who use different parts of their brains to read than typical readers.


In addition, recent research suggests that da Vinci may have had misaligned eyes (strabismus), making 3D vision impossible. In people with strabismus, the brain favors one eye over the other, resulting in 2D vision.


"The funny thing about having 2D vision is that it makes you a much more talented visual artist," said Mangione, who added that "the condition lends itself to skill in visual art but is also associated with dyslexia."


The new article was published May 2 in The American Journal of Medicine.


More information


The U.S. National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke has more on dyslexia.

                                    SOURCE: Thomas Jefferson University, news release, May 2, 2019
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at The Medicine Shoppe | Shawneetown.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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